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C.2.1: Define the term "citizen," and identify legal means of becoming a United States citizen.  

C.2.2: Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

In the boxes, describe the differences between natural born and naturalized citizens. 

Natural Born Citizens Naturalized Citizens 

 
Law of Blood:  
 
 
Law of Soil: 

 

List the obligations of a US Citizen. 

 

 

List the responsibilities of a US Citizen 

 

 

The illustration below shows a legal document. 

 
1.  Why are citizens obligated to respond to such documents?  

A. to guarantee court hearings remain public  

B. to guarantee courts provide probable cause  

C. to protect the constitutional right to be tried by one’s peers  

D. to protect the constitutional right to confront one’s accuser 

 

Explain your answer: 
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C.1.1: Recognize how Enlightenment ideas including Montesquieu's view of separation of power and John Locke's 

theories related to natural law and how Locke's social contract influenced the Founding Fathers. 

C.1.2: Trace the impact that the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact, and Thomas Paine's "Common 

Sense" had on colonists' views of government. 

This document guaranteed that not even the king or queen was above the law.  

What was the first document that established self-government by creating a 
direct democracy in the colonies? 

 

This pamphlet was used to persuade members of the Second Continental 
Congress and justified the ideals and reasons for independence from Great 
Britain. 

 

John Locke’s theory of ____________guaranteed that all individuals are 
entitled to basic rights such as life, liberty, and property. 

 

The enlightenment idea that limited the power of government by not putting all 
the power with one person or branch of government?  

 

 

C.1.3: Describe how English policies and responses to colonial concerns led to the writing of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

Identify which colonial concern was correlated with each British policy. (Taxation, representation, individual 

rights) 

The British begin taxing sugar and other imports. 

They also stop colonists from printing their own 

money.  

 

After the French and Indian War, the British began 

restricting the activities of the colonists. These 

activities included the colonial settlement west of the 

Appalachian Mountains.  

 

 

As part of the Intolerable Acts, the colonial 

government in Massachusetts was ended and instead 

allowed the royal governor to appoint the colonial 

legislature. 

 

 

C.1.4: Analyze the ideas (natural rights, role of the government) and complaints set forth in the Declaration of 

Independence. 

Determine which idea is represented by each excerpt from the Declaration of Independence. (Natural Rights, 

Role of Government, Grievance)  

 
“…all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
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… For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
…For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent. …For 
depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury 

 

Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, 

 

 

C.1.5: Identify how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution. 

C.1.8: Explain the viewpoints of the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists regarding the ratification of the Constitution and 

inclusion of a bill of rights. 

List the major weaknesses of the Articles of 
Confederation. 
 

 

What was the main argument the Federalists used to 
support the ratification of the Constitution? 

 
 
 

What was needed for the Anti-Federalists to support 
the idea of a stronger federal government and the 
ratification of the U.S. Constitution?  

 

 

C.3.1: Compare different forms of government (direct democracy, representative democracy, socialism, 

communism, monarchy, oligarchy, autocracy). 

C.3.2: Compare parliamentary, federal, confederal, and unitary systems of government. 

 

Government Definition Visual 

Direct Democracy   

Representative 
Democracy 

  

Autocracy   

Monarchy   

Oligarchy   
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The table below describes a type of government. 

? 
Executive Elected by the legislature 

Legislature Elected by the people 

Which title completes the table? 

A. Parliamentary Government 

B. Confederal Government 

C. Federal Government 

D. Unitary Government 

 

C.1.7: Describe how the Constitution limits the powers of government through separation of powers and checks 

and balances. 

Determine if it is an example of separation of powers or checks and balances. 

Introduces laws 

 

 

Impeaches/removes the president 

 

 

Overrides Presidential Veto 

 

 

Declares War  

 

 

 

SS.7.C.1.6 Interpret the intentions of the Preamble of the Constitution. 

Directions: Students will analyze newspaper headlines and determine which goal or phrase in the preamble is 

being described. (Headlines may describe multiple goals in the preamble.)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain your answer: 
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SS.7.C.1.9 Define the rule of law and recognize its influence on the development of the American legal, 

political, and governmental systems.  

 

 

Which is a benefit of the rule of law?   

 

A. Bureaucratic government procedures are reduced.  

B. Government decisions are based on the will of the 

majority.  

C. Government officials can act on their own insticts in 

emergencies.  

D. Citizens are protected from arbitrary and oppressive 

uses of government power 
 

  

SS.7.C.3.4 Identify the relationship and division of powers between the federal government and state 

governments. 
 Match each power with the correct level of power. (Enumerated, reserved, local, concurrent) 

Power Level of Power Level of Government (Federal, 

state, or local)  

Collecting taxes   

Coining money   

Collection of garbage   

The regulation of education   

 

SS.7.C.3.5 Explain the constitutional amendment process. 

Article V of the U.S. Constitution 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this 

Constitution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states, shall call a convention 

for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this 

Constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states, or by conventions in three 

fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress; provided that no 

amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any manner 

affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that no state, without its consent, 

shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate. 

AMENDMENT PROCESS 

Step 1: ______________________________ 

 

Step 2: ______________________________ 

 

SS.7.C.4.1 Differentiate concepts related to U.S. domestic and foreign policy.  

Explain your answer:  
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Which action would be an example of a foreign-policy decision?   

 

A. Congress changes the naturalization rules for immigrants wishing to become citizens.  

B. The President signs an executive order modifying emissions standards for power plants burning coal.   

C. Congress passes a law providing tax benefits to companies manufacturing cars using electric power.   

D. The President accepts an invitation to mediate between China and Japan over ownership of 

the Senkaku Islands. 

 

 

SS.7.C.3.8 Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. 

 

 

SS.7.C.2.4 Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution. 

SS.7.C.2.5 Distinguish how the Constitution safeguards and limits individual rights. 

Scenario Which constitutional right is being 

exercised? 

Would it be safeguarded or 

limited? 

Sarah is decided to protest her disagreement 

with the new curfew policy for juveniles by 

destroying public property. 

  

Joseph refused to answer any questions after 

being arrested until his lawyer was present.  
  

 

Process Bank: 

Conference Committee 

Judicial Review 

Appointment & Appointment 

Confirmation 

Impeachment Process  

Veto 

 

 

 

 

Explain your answer:  

 

 


